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Hikari Takada
Abstract of the presentation in December Drones
The First-person Narrator in C.S. Lewis’ Till We Have Faces: The Development of
Orual’s Narrative and Her Understanding of the Others
This time I will talk about my recent research (which is developing and still incomplete)
and share my ideas with the audiences.
I wrote my master thesis on C.S. Lewis’s last novel, Till We Have Faces. After I finished
the thesis, I found I wanted to say a few more things about the novel. So I decided to continue
my research for a little while. In the master thesis, I focused on the theme of deification in the
novel. This time, I would like to analyse the effect of the first-person narrator.
As I re-read the novel, I realised that Orual’s narrative of her own life is the key to the
story. I think the subjective, first-person narrative of Orual enables her to recognise and
surmount her own egoism and these changes lead her to deepen her understanding of the gods
and her friends. Lewis depicted the relationship between the protagonist and the people around
her more closely than in his former works by using the first-person narrative. When I realised
these things, I thought it is very timely theme especially in Japan because a few months ago,
the Japanese educational ministry announced they are going to reduce the number of literature
classes from the core modules in senior high school from 2022. Instead, they are going to have
a class called “Logical Japanese Language” in which students are going to read “practical
writings” such as manuals, slogans, emails, business articles. I think practical writings are all
very well, but it is time for us to re-think about the power of storytelling.
Through my literary study, I hope I can show that the act of narration itself brings a better
understanding of others and true love.

